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Overall,	
  turnout	
  in	
  Boston	
  surged	
  in	
  the	
  2009	
  Preliminary	
  election	
  on	
  September	
  22,	
  due	
  to	
  
vigorous	
  races	
  for	
  Mayor	
  and	
  City	
  Council	
  At-­‐Large.	
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The	
  number	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  voted	
  doubled,	
  from	
  40,802	
  in	
  2005	
  to	
  81,631	
  in	
  2009.	
  	
  Turnout	
  
increased	
  in	
  every	
  neighborhood	
  of	
  the	
  city.	
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Overall	
  participation	
  rates	
  grew	
  by	
  8%.	
  In	
  2005,	
  15.1%	
  of	
  registered	
  voters	
  actually	
  voted;	
  in	
  
2009	
  23.1%	
  of	
  registered	
  voters	
  voted.	
  	
  Turnout	
  increased	
  both	
  because	
  of	
  vigorous	
  campaigns	
  
for	
  mayor	
  and	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  record	
  number	
  of	
  at-­‐large	
  candidates	
  —	
  15	
  in	
  total	
  —	
  who	
  
brought	
  energy	
  and	
  enthusiasm	
  to	
  all	
  corners	
  of	
  the	
  city.)
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While	
  gains	
  were	
  made	
  in	
  turnout	
  across	
  the	
  board,	
  the	
  strongest	
  gains	
  in	
  percentage	
  terms	
  
came	
  from	
  communities	
  of	
  color,	
  where	
  increased	
  levels	
  of	
  civic	
  engagement	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  
slowly	
  building.	
  
	
  
In	
  2001,	
  the	
  communities	
  with	
  the	
  least	
  numbers	
  of	
  
people	
  of	
  color	
  delivered	
  63.10%	
  of	
  the	
  ballots	
  cast	
  in	
  
the	
  city.	
  	
  In	
  2009,	
  their	
  share	
  had	
  decreased	
  7.2%	
  to	
  
55.9%.	
  	
  	
  Those	
  communities	
  include:	
  South	
  Boston,	
  
Charlestown,	
  Roslindale,	
  Hyde	
  Park,	
  Allston,	
  Fenway,	
  
North	
  End,	
  Neponset/Savin	
  Hill,	
  Back	
  Bay	
  Beacon	
  Hill,	
  
Brighton,	
  and	
  West	
  Roxbury.	
  
	
  
The	
  share	
  of	
  votes	
  coming	
  from	
  the	
  communities	
  with	
  
the	
  most	
  people	
  of	
  color:	
  	
  Uphams	
  Corner,	
  Jamaica	
  
Plain,	
  Roxbury,	
  Grove	
  Hall,	
  Dudley	
  Square,	
  Fields	
  
Corner,	
  Saint	
  Marks,	
  Mattapan,	
  Franklin	
  Field,	
  and	
  
Codman	
  Square	
  increased	
  5.4%,	
  from	
  19.9%	
  to	
  25.3%.	
  
	
  
Turnout	
  remained	
  highest,	
  however,	
  in	
  the	
  base	
  
communities	
  of	
  incumbent	
  Mayor	
  Tom	
  Menino	
  and	
  
preliminary	
  runner-­‐up	
  Michael	
  Flaherty:	
  	
  West	
  
Roxbury,	
  parts	
  of	
  Dorchester,	
  Hyde	
  Park,	
  and	
  South	
  
Boston.	
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In	
  absolute	
  terms,	
  the	
  neighborhoods	
  with	
  biggest	
  jumps	
  in	
  turnout	
  versus	
  2001	
  were	
  
Mattapan,	
  Grove	
  Hall	
  and	
  Dudley	
  Square,	
  Roslindale,	
  South	
  Boston,	
  and	
  Fields	
  Corner.	
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Overall Turnout  
West Roxbury 35.4% 
Neponset & Savin Hill 35.1% 
Hyde Park 32.8% 
South Boston 29.8% 
Roslindale 29.3% 
Jamaica Plain 26.7% 
East Boston 24.8% 
Codman Square 24.5% 
Charlestown 23.3% 
Mattapan  23.0% 
J.P. & Roxbury 23.0% 
Fields Corner 22.3% 
Grove Hall Dudley 21.9% 
North End 21.5% 
Brighton 20.7% 
Chinatown 19.7% 
Uphams Corner 19.5% 
Mission Hill 18.1% 
South End 17.7% 
Back Bay & Beacon Hill 15.4% 
Allston 13.1% 
Fenway 8.9% 
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Chinatown	
  is	
  a	
  small	
  neighborhood,	
  but	
  its	
  population	
  and	
  civic	
  power	
  are	
  increasing.	
  	
  In	
  2001,	
  
488	
  people	
  cast	
  ballots	
  in	
  Chinatown.	
  	
  In	
  2005,	
  719	
  people	
  cast	
  ballots.	
  	
  In	
  2009,	
  1525	
  people	
  
voted.	
  	
  The	
  increase	
  in	
  Chinatown’s	
  vote	
  is	
  due	
  to	
  three	
  factors:	
  an	
  increase	
  in	
  population	
  from	
  
new	
  development,	
  the	
  energizing	
  candidacy	
  of	
  Sam	
  Yoon,	
  and	
  vibrant	
  community	
  organizations	
  
devoted	
  to	
  civic	
  participation,	
  including	
  the	
  Chinese	
  Progressive	
  Association	
  and	
  others.	
  

)
)

)
.+"=&$,<'&")QDD+$,')E&H%)&")!0=&#,)

Over	
  the	
  past	
  ten	
  years,	
  nonpartisan	
  groups	
  allied	
  
with	
  MassVOTE	
  have	
  worked	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  number	
  
of	
  people	
  voting	
  in	
  Boston.	
  	
  Over	
  the	
  past	
  five	
  years,	
  
a	
  partnership	
  of	
  local	
  foundations	
  called	
  the	
  Civic	
  
Engagement	
  Initiative	
  has	
  pumped	
  nearly	
  $3	
  million	
  
into	
  efforts	
  to	
  increase	
  voter	
  participation	
  and	
  activate	
  citizens.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  2009,	
  the	
  initiative	
  dramatically	
  expanded	
  its	
  activity,	
  funding	
  18	
  community	
  based	
  nonprofit	
  
organizations	
  to	
  register	
  and	
  educate	
  citizens	
  about	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  voting.	
  	
  	
  
Methods	
  of	
  voter	
  engagement	
  being	
  employed	
  this	
  fall	
  include	
  door	
  to	
  door	
  canvassing,	
  phone-­‐
banking	
  and	
  auto-­‐polling,	
  and	
  online	
  outreach	
  including	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  Facebook	
  and	
  Twitter.	
  
	
  
2009	
  Civic	
  Engagement	
  Initiative	
  organizations:	
  
Chinese	
  Progressive	
  Association	
  –	
  Dudley	
  Street	
  Neighborhood	
  Initiative	
  –	
  Greater	
  Boston	
  
Interfaith	
  Organization	
  –	
  Hyde	
  Square	
  Task	
  Force	
  –	
  Madison	
  Park	
  Development	
  Corporation	
  –	
  
Mass	
  Affordable	
  Housing	
  Alliance	
  –	
  Neighbors	
  United	
  for	
  a	
  Better	
  East	
  Boston	
  –	
  Mass	
  ACORN	
  –	
  
Mass	
  Alliance	
  of	
  HUD	
  Tenants	
  –	
  Committee	
  for	
  Boston	
  Public	
  Housing	
  –	
  National	
  Black	
  College	
  
Alliance	
  –	
  Boston	
  Workers’	
  Alliance	
  –	
  Dorchester	
  Bay	
  Economic	
  Development	
  Corporation	
  –	
  
Brazilian	
  Women’s	
  Group	
  –	
  Rosie’s	
  Place	
  –	
  NAACP	
  Boston	
  –	
  Sociedad	
  Latina	
  –	
  Mass	
  Senior	
  
Action	
  Council	
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What’s	
  Next?	
  
As	
  voters	
  look	
  towards	
  this	
  fall,	
  we	
  can	
  expect	
  an	
  intense	
  election.	
  	
  Voter	
  turnout	
  in	
  the	
  
preliminary	
  came	
  within	
  18,000	
  votes	
  of	
  beating	
  the	
  total	
  turnout	
  in	
  the	
  2005	
  general,	
  which	
  
was	
  only	
  97034.	
  
	
  
It	
  seems	
  a	
  near	
  certainty	
  that	
  turnout	
  in	
  the	
  November	
  will	
  beat	
  2005	
  and	
  2001	
  and	
  1997.	
  	
  The	
  
question	
  is,	
  will	
  turnout	
  pass	
  the	
  1993	
  bar	
  of	
  118,317	
  voters?	
  
	
  
2005	
   97034	
  
2001	
   93452	
  
1997	
   67924	
  
1993	
   118317	
  
2009	
   ????	
  
	
  
)

Setting	
  The	
  Agenda	
  
)
MassVOTE	
  and	
  a	
  coalition	
  of	
  other	
  40	
  other	
  organizations	
  will	
  be	
  inviting	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  
media	
  and	
  the	
  public	
  to	
  attend	
  two	
  large-­‐scale	
  candidate	
  forums	
  where	
  individual	
  citizens	
  will	
  
have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  ask	
  their	
  own	
  questions.	
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The	
  candidates	
  for	
  City	
  Council	
  at-­‐large	
  will	
  
face	
  off	
  at	
  UMass-­‐Boston.	
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On	
  October	
  27,	
  	
  we	
  will	
  bring	
  together	
  500	
  
of	
  the	
  city’s	
  best	
  voters	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  
the	
  media	
  with	
  the	
  2	
  remaining	
  candidates	
  
for	
  Mayor	
  at	
  historic	
  Faneuil	
  Hall.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
All	
  of	
  the	
  at-­‐large	
  and	
  mayoral	
  candidates	
  but	
  one	
  have	
  already	
  agreed	
  to	
  participate.	
  


